
522 Summer Sickness. 

What, then, is cholera? Is there a specific poison, generated in the 
stomach, produced, on the one hand, by a peculiar predisposition, or ab- 
normal condition of that organ, acted tipon by atmosptleric influences, or 
miasnlatic inhalation ? That  a poison of a most virulent character is dif- 
fused through the system in this dreadful malady, is nlr~ch more than 
conjecture. The  predominant symptoms of cholera, from its onset to 
its termination, are strikingly exemplified by the action of septic acid re- 
ceived into the circulation. This train of circumstances may be imitated 
very minutely, by the specific effects, on the 11orma1 systt3m, of antim. 
tartarizatu~n. Than this, or the septic acid, no article or colnbination 
of articles, kno\\fn- to us, can he introduced in any manner. into the stom- 
ach, followed by circunlstances so nearly allied to cholera. T h e  pre- 
nlonitory diarrhea, the vomitings, the cold extremities, distress in the 
gastric region, cramps, collapse, death -all follow, in regular succes- 
sion, under the varied exhibition of tart. ant. Orfila, in his work on poi- 
sons, after observing that septic acid is generated in anirnal matter exclu- 
sively, says that " no process, however adroit, has been able, either 
synthetically or analytically, to determine anything satisfactory of the 
production of this destructive poison. That it discovers itself in a great 
variety of forms in the diseased animal economy, rnost have been observed 
by those even of limited opportrinity." Adn~itting these premises, a 
course of treatment readily suggests itself. T h e  medical apl~liances of 
such pllysicians as have been most successf~~l, have been rneaalres calcu- 
lated to arrest the formation, accumulation and diffusion of this subtle, 
unaccountable poison, or to neutralize or counteract its deadly influence. 

Our practical knowledge of this disease is limited ; nor d o  we suavest 
?a 

these ideas for other motive than to elicit, horn abler pens, a more judi- 
cious theory. T h e  few cases which have fallen under our care and ob- 
servation,'during this and fbrrner seasons, have been treated in accordance 
with these views. They may be considered hypotheticai. Be it so. 
If  a treatment based on I~ypothesis is attended with satisfactory results, 
as this 11as been invariably, in our hands, it is certainly better than no- 
tiling. The  fitful or evanescent light of the will-0'-wisp, or fire-fly, is 
sometimes more desilxble tllan total darkness. 

J. P. ALDEN, M.D. 
Cambridgeport, Jury 20, 1854. 
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Summer Sickness.-As the heat of the season advances, bowel complaints 
make their appearance. These are the result, generally, of indiscretion, 
showing itself either in over-eating, or in usir~g crude berries and badly- 
cooked green vegetables. Children are the largest sufferers, as they have but 
a feeble share of reasoning power to guide them in the choice of food ; and 
those having the care of them are, as often as otherwise, influe~~ced quite 
as nluch by the promptings of appetite, as the admonitions of experience. 
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jRipe fruits, when not taken in excess, are conducive to health. They are
absolutely necessary to its maintenance in many parts of the world. With
us, the apple is an essential ingredient in a correct system of diet. But it
would be a waste of words to urge the point. A dissertation on the bad
tendencies of beefsteak would be no more absurd, than an attempt, on any
common-sense principle, to prove that rich cherries, luscious pears, blushing
peaches, or ripe grapes, were not intended for food. The great point, al-
ready referred to, must not be lost sight of, viz., to be sure the fruit is fully
ripe, and be moderate in the use of it.

Exhibition of Wild Men.—An exhibition of a novel character has been
well patronized in Boston, for some weeks past. It consists of two mrhia-
ture men, very well proportioned little fellows, with long flaxen hair—sup-
posed to be brothers—who are represented to have been brought from an
obscure section of the Island of Borneo. The man of words who has care
of them, mounts a rostrum, from which the people are kept at a respectful
distance by a wooden railing, and when the watch hand arrives at the des-
tined figure, he begins something after this fashion :—" Here, gentlemen
and ladies, is the rarest curiosity in the world : two wild men from the
island of Borneo. They are supposed to be half human and half ourang-
outang. One has no under jaw, while the other has the teeth of a beast.
A wonderful combination of physical powers centre in their composition.
They have but eleven ribs—they have no apple to • their throats, and in
consequence they have no language but a whisper that begins down in
the belly. A great sight, gentlemen and ladies—just look—[parting the
hair]—they have no brain, but an empty skull, without an organ for memo-
ry, or a place to put a thimble-full of sense. Gentlemen, in all my travels
over the globe, having been three times to Africa, this sight beats all others.
"Why,"by running your fingers down their backs, you perceive they have no
spinous processes, while the top joint of the neck is in the form of a knob,
something like half a cocoa-nut-shell, which admits of no rotation. Their
necks might perhaps be broken, but never bent in the wrong direction.
These wiíd men have mighty strength. They lift a stout man just as
though he were a shuttle-cock. On the back of the head is the shape of a
heart—very beautiful, and onlv comes from mixing the blood of beast and
man. Then, again, the palms of the hands have but three lines, whereas
all men of intellect have four. Double joints, gentlemen, are found in the
ankles of these interesting strangers, and all over the remainder of their
bodies. They never speak, as before observed, although they whisper an
unknown language which they alone can comprehend. Their stomachs,
too, are singularly constructed, after the appearance of a green-baize satchel,
in which they carry their dinners. Without either laughing or crying, they
manifest their passions, and make demonstrations of muscular prowess by
their long, sharp teeth, either on man, dog, or beefsteak, according to cir-
cumstances. Walk up, gentlemen and ladies, without stepping on to the
platform. Half beast and half man—a dreadful combination—nothing to
be compared to them in this or any other country."
This long story will show the pretensions in regard to these wild men.

Now we opine that they were born in Europe—possibly somewhere at the
North, as they have a kind of Norse expression. May be they are veritable
Yankee dwarfs ; and if so, they must laugh in their knit shirts at the in-
genuity of the narrative related of them.
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Prescription Paper. —The Massachusetts College of Pharmacy have
lately had some very neat and convenient blanks prepared for the use of
physicians in writing their prescriptions. It is not only important, but a
convenience and luxury to the apothecary, to have the prescriptions of phy-sicians written in plain characters, and in a regular size and form. We
have been witnesses of negligence on the part of physicians in writing their
prescriptions; and we think that if this new blank form is adopted, it will
in a great, measure obviate the difficulty. Mr. Ashel Boyden, one of the
officers of the college, corner of Myrtle and Hancock streets, is prepared to
furnish the blanks gratuitously to those physicians who may be</lisposed to
make use of them.

Artificial Teeth. —Dr. Loomis, of Cambridß-enort, Mass., states, in the
July number of the New York Dental Becorder, that he has made what he
considers an important improvement in sets of artificial teeth. Either
whole or half sets are made of porcelain, without the use of any metallic
plate, and are in one piece. If the plates are found of sufficient strength to
resist the influences that are brought to bear against them, we can see no

good reason why the metallic part cannot be dispensed with. Without the
plate, the work would present a neater appearance, and can certainly be
afforded cheaper, which in itself is a desideratum, provided every other in-
dication is answered.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis. —John Hughes Bennett, M.D., &c, of Edin-
burgh, is a well known writer, of great ability, and distinguished for the
accuracy with which he conducts his medical investigations. His treatise
on "The Pathology and Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and on the
local medication of Pharyngeal and Laryngeal diseases, frequently mistaken
lor or associated with Phthisis," comes to us in a neat form, from the press
of Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, Philadelphia. There are but four chapters
in the book, but they embrace a great number of topics, Dr. B.'s views up-
on which, are clearly and forcibly expressed. The compactness of the work
is one of its recommendations. Were this the first notice of Dr. Bennett's
labors in this special sphere of practice, a more elaborate account of the
book would be necessary. As it is, the simple announcement of something
from the author's busy pen, is quite sufficient to enlist the interest of the
profession. In Boston, copies are on sale at Ticknor & Co.'s, Washington
street.

Syphilitic Diseases.—" The modern treatment, both primary and seconda-
ry, comprising the treatment of constitutional and confirmed syphilis, by a

safe and successful method, with numerous cases, formula? and clinical ob-
servations, by Langston Parker, M.D., &c, from the third and entirely
re-written London edition," has been issued by the Philadelphia house of
Messrs. Blanchard & Lea. It is another practical, concise and judiciously
prepared guide, which every physician ought to possess. The book is an

octavo of 316 pages—beautifully printed on a clear, firm paper, with good
type. There are thirty-three chapters, which allow scope for each and
every subject properly belonging to the domain of syphilis to be cautiously
examined and carefully weighed. "For nearly twenty years," says the
author, "I have now devoted myself to the therapeutics of syphilis—more
especially in its secondary and constitutional forms." It would be useless
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to pretend that this or any of the standard works on syphilis, from Bell
down to the present author, contains the whole that may be known of this
dreadful malady. It is a cancer-eating torment, which can never be left to
itself, with an expectation that nature will root out the evil. Medicine, and
that skilfully prescribed, is the only hope of the patient. As syphilis is for-
ever the same in character, the descriptions of one author are about equal
in value to those of another ; but in medicinal remedies and method of
treatment there is a manifest difference. Notwithstanding the low estima-
tion in which those are held in this country, who give much or all their
attention to this particular branch of practice, it is really a very important
matter to the community that the disease should be thoroughly understood.
We cannot be blind to its extensive prevalence in all commercial cities, nor
be ignorant of the fact that whole families may suffer from a taint throughthe want of skill in a physician. It is because physicians themselves frown
upon those among us who would give character to the business of curing
syphilis, as in France, that quacks have monopolized it, and become rich
thereby.

Practice of Auscultation. —Messrs. Blanchard & Lea have brought out a
second edition of an excellent treatise by M. M. Hughes, M.D., under the
title of " A Clinical Introduction to the Practice of Auscultation in Diseases
of the Lungs and Heart." Those who feel the full weight of the responsi-
bilities that rest upon them in the practice of their profession, must of
course set a high value upon those publications which set forth the experi-
ence of others. Having presented an analysis of this wrork on the appear-
ance of the former edition, there is no necessity for repeating it, or alluding
to the encomiums which the medical press bestowed upon the efforts of the
author at that time. There has been a careful revision of the text, and
emendations which greatly improve the work. A study of the diseases of
the chest is greatly facilitated by such a guide as this. Without some such
guide, the student would be groping in darkness. We trust that medical
gentlemen will secure copies of this, and, in fact, all other books which fur-
nish them proper directions for the management of maladies peculiar to the
heart and lungs.

Prescription for Cholera. —The following comes to us from Dr. O. M.
May, of Montezuma, Cayuga Co., N. Y. It is presented to the readers of
the Journal, as other recipes have heretofore been presented, without any
recommendation or endorsement on our part—but merely as a mode of
treatment recommended by a respectable member of the profession.

" R. Gum opium, § ss. ; capsicum, 3 i. ; carb. soda, 3 iij. ; French
brandy, O 1 ; sulphuric ether, 3 vj. Macerate and filter, then add, chloro-
form, 3 ss. Dose for an adult, gtts. xv. in f. g ss. cold water, every fifteen
minutes, till relief, increasing the dose each time.

Protrusion of a Portion of the Parotid Gland into the Mouth. -This
very rare occurrence, occasioned by an accident, happened to a little boy of
six years of age, some weeks since, and he has since been under our care.
It appears that, while playing with other boys, and running with the end of
a stick in his mouth, he tripped and fell down face foremost. The conse-

quence was, the stick entered the cheek on the right side, near the angle of
the inferior maxillary bone, and upwards into the substance of the parotid
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gland. Considerable hemorrhage followed, and a portion of the gland pro-
truded through the opening thus made. It was found next to impossible to
return the protruded portion, and have it retain its proper position, and we
therefore deemed it advisable to let it alone. A wash composed of rose wa-

ter, tinct. of myrrh and chloride of soda was freely applied to it five or six-
times a day, since which time the tumor has nearly disappeared and the
boy is doing well.

Death of Physicians by Cholera. —We have already chronicled, the pre-
sent season, the death of several physicians by the Asiatic cholera. The
following addition to the list we copy from the public, papers.

" On Thursday last, Joseph Dennis, M.D., one of the House Physicians
of the New York State Emigrant's Refuge Hospital, on Ward's Island, died
of cholera. The deceased was 26 years of age, and was a son of Bev. B.
G. Dennis, of Grafton, Mass. He had suffered from dysentery, from which
he was convalescent ; on Wednesday afternoon he was attacked by cholera,
and sank within twelve hours after the supervention of the disease. Dr.
Dennis had given promise of being an ornament to the profession of his
choice."

The Springfield Republican says, " We are pained to learn that Dr.
Samuel W. Graves, late of this city,-is numbered among the victims to the
•cholera in Chicago, where he died on the 7th inst., after an illness of seven
hours. His health had not been good for some time before he was attacked
by the fatal epidemic. The Doctor left this city for Chicago some two or

three years since."

Alcohol for the Bite of a Snake. —The following notice of a case of poi-
soning by the .bite of a snake, relates to a matter, in regard to treatment,
which has been discussed in our pages of late. If the statement is correct,
it would seem to show that alcohol is not a specific in the treatment of such
cases.

" Purnell Jackson, of Worcester County, Md., on the 12th ult., was bitten
on the end of his finger by a copper-head snake, from the effects of which
he died the next day. Immediately after being bit he drank a large quan-
tity of whiskey, thinking it would counteract the effect of the poison, but,
unfortunately, it had no such effect."

Plymouth District of the Massachusetts Medical Society. —A meeting of
this Society was held in the town of Hanover, at the house of one of the
Fellows, July 19, 1854. It was a spirited and highly interesting meeting
of the medical gentlemen of the " Old Colony."

Paul L. Nichols, M.D., of Kingston, was chosen President ; Alfred C.
Garratt, M.D., of Hanover, Secretary and Treasurer ; and Francis Colla-
more, M.D., of Pembroke, Librarian. Winslow Warren, M.D., Timothy
Gordon, M.D., both of Plymouth, were elected as Counsellors. Josiah S.
Hammond, M.D., of Plympton, Timothy Gordon, M.D., of Plymouth, and
Samuel A. Orr, M.D., of firidgewater, were chosen as a Board of Censors
for the ensuing year. Nelson B. Tanner, M.D., of East Abington, James
L. Hunt, M.D., of Plymouth, and Dr. Isaac Pain, of South Matshfield,
subscribed to the By-Laws of the Massachusetts Medical Society ; and
Frederic A. Jewett, M.D., of Centre Abington, and H^N. Jones, M.D., of
Kingston, were also received as members of this District Society. The
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current assessments, together with all arrears due from members present,
were promptly paid in. We should judge, from the business character of
this meeting, from the cordial and unceremonious congratulations and greet-
ings of medical brethren, from the firm assurance of each, and the Resolves
of the whole, that a new spirit of self respect, united to a respect for others,
is being infused through this whole body. After tendering a very polite
vote of thanks for private entertainment, the members adjourned, to hold
their semi-annual meeting in Plymouth, on the first Wednesday in Novem-
ber next.

Medical School of Harvard University. —The following gentlemen were
examined on the 10th inst., and have since received the degree of Doctorof Medicine.
Albion Keith Parris Bradbury, A.M. (Bowdoin), Dropsy.
George John Donnelly, Abortion.
George Higginson Gallup, Anœsthelics applied to Therapeutics, Surgery,
and Midwifery.

Edward Lorenzo Holmes, A. B. (Harvard), Inflammation of the Stomach.
Francis Minor Lincoln, Laws of the Animal Economy, their position andrelation to Pathology and Surgery.
Edward Perine Morong, Cataract.
George Henry Oliver, Delirium Tremens.
Enoch Hilton Pillsbury, Scarlatina.
Oliver Dean Root, Mercury.
Joel Seaverns, A. B. (Harvard), Hereditary Influence as a Cause of Disease.Lincoln Ripley Stone, Dysentery.
Michael William Turner, Pneumonia.

J. B. S. Jackson, M.D., Dean of the Faculty.
Suffolk District Medical Society.—The monthly meeting of this Society, for medical improve-

ment, lakes place at their rooms in Phillips Place, on Saturday evening next (July 29th), at 8
o'clock. It is expected that Dr. Ourkee will exhibit, at this meeting, a series of microscopicalspecimens.

Errata.—Page 490, tenth line from bottom, for 50, read 60; for latter, read smaller. Page491, sixth line from bottom, for 397, read 297.

Married, -In New York, 13ih inst.. Dr. P. H. Skinner lo Miss J. M. IMIIs.—In Brooklyn, !..
I., July 17. James F. Blauvelt, MD., lo Miss Mary E. Welles, of Brooklyn.—In Beverly, 18th
insl, Charles Haddock, M.D., late Charge d'Affaires for Portugal, to Miss Sarah Ellen Whitney.
—On the lüih inst., Dr. John Hastings of Philadelphia, to Julia, daughter of the late Charles P.Sunmer, Esq.
Di£ii,—In this city, of cholera, Dr. J. Sabine, dentist, 38.— in Cornwall, Orange Co., N.Y.,onSaturday morning, Isaac Greene, M.D., of N. York, after a lingering illness.—On board whaleship Alfred Gibbs, on the passage from Talcahuano, (or New Bedford, June 13th, of consump-tion, Dr. Henry Arey, formerly oí' Kdgartown, passenger, 34.

Deaths in Boston for the week endin? Saturday noon. July 22d. 98. Males. 54—females, 41.Bums and scalds, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 2—disease of the bowels, 1—inflammation ofthe brain, 2—disease of the brain, 2—congestion of the brain, %—consumption. "21—cyanosis, 1—
convulsions, 2—cholera, 14—cholera intanlum, 3—cholera morbus, L2—croup, 2—dysentery, 2—diarrhoea, L2—dropsy in the head, 1—infantile diseases, 4—erysipelas, 1—typhus fever, I—hoop-ing cough, 1—disease of the heart, 2—hip disease, 2—intemperance, 1—inflammation, 1—inflam-mation of the lungs, 4—disease of the liver, 3—marasmus, 3—measles, 1—old age, 3—palsy, 1—rheumatism, 1—suicide, I—smallpox, 3—teething, 4—unknown, I.Under ö years,37—between 5 and ¿0 years, f>—between 20 and 40 years, 31—between 40 and60 years, 14—above GO years, 10. Born in the United States, 57—Ireland, 34—England, 2—British Provinces, 3—Germany, 1—at sea, 1.
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M. Ricord, of the Hopital du Midi.—Dr. Austin Flint, of Buffalo, N. Y.,
now on a visit to Europe, writes as follows, from Paris, for the pages of the
Buffalo Medical Journal, of which he is one of the editors:
"M. Ricord has a world-wide reputation as the author of several treatises

on syphilitic affections, which have materially altered, in many respects, the
pathological views and the practice of the profession of all countries, in this
class of diseases. No writer, indeed, for the last ten years, has been so

prominently identified, as he, with the literature of this subject. He is em-
phatically the authority on all points pertaining to it, how justly, I am not
prepared to say. As a practitioner in this specialty he holds a correspond-
ing position. During his consultation hours his salons are crowded with
patients of all ages, conditions, and of either sex, who receive from the ser-
vant at the door cards numbered in the order of their application, and they
are admitted in the same order. It is said that his practice is more lucra-
tive than that of any other practitioner in the city.
" The wards of M. Ricord at the Hôpital du Midi contain a hundred or

more patients, presenting every variety and stage of syphilitic disease. As
a field for study for one desirous of devoting attention to this department, it
is all that could be desired. Here may be observed, at once, groups of cases
which in a general hospital, and still more in private practice, would not
fall under observation for months or even years. It is in this point of view
that Paris offers for clinical studies great advantages.
" M. Ricord must be at least fifty years of age ; but with an abundance

of black hair, a full face free from wrinkles, a brisk gait, and a vivacity of
manner amounting almost to boyish friskiness, he appears much younger.
Mirthfulness must be a prominent trait in his mental constitution. He
passes from bed to bed, greeting his patients always with a smile, often
with a jest, and sometimes patting them playfully on the cheek. In these
demonstrations of familiarity he compromises somewhat that dignity of de-
meanor, which is usually preserved by the hospital physicians and surgeons
here, without any approach to stiffness or affected pomposity of manner.
" After visiting the wards, M. Ricord examines and prescribes for out-

patients, who usually apply in great numbers."

Disgusting Medical Advertisements. —A society has been formed in Lon-
don and Manchester, called " the Union for Discouragement of Vicious
Advertisements," which by the circulation of tracts calls upon the public to
set their faces against papers admitting such advertisements as " Manhood,"
"The Silent Friend," " Nervous Debility," &c. We heartily wish the so-

ciety may succeed in excluding advertisements of the kind in question, and
in putting down all papers that insert them. We should feel surprised that
the proprietors of any newspapers could be found sufficiently vile to publish
such offensive indecent announcements, but that we know that no work is
too dirty or disreputable for some people to do, and that life is clung to so

tenaciously that a continued existence in a fœtid atmosphere of moral cor-
ruption is preferred by some degraded specimens of humanity to decent
death and burial.—Nottingham Journal.

The Hahnemann Hospital. -This institution has ceased to exist; the
furniture and effects were sold by auction, on the 14th inst., by Messrs.
Debenham and Storr. It has scarcely carried on its miserable existence
even for the time which we allotted it.—London Lancet.
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